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section 1 easy

1. It is a paradox of the Victorians that they were both and, through their empire,
cosmopolitan.

A. capricious

B. insular

C. mercenary

D. idealistic

E. intransigent

2. My grandma has a strong belief in all things
which she lived as a child was haunted.

A. clamorous

B. invidious

C. numinous

D. empirical

E. sonorous

: she insists, for example, that the house in

3. The (i) of molecular oxygen on Earth-sized planets around other stars in the universe
would not be (ii) sign of life: molecular oxygen can be a signature of photosynthesis (a biotic
process) or merely of the rapid escape of water from the upper reaches of a planetary atmosphere
(an abiotic process).

A. dearth D. a controversial

B. presumption E. an unambiguous

C. detection F. a possible
4. Given the (i)______the committees and the (ii)______ nature of its investigation, it would be
unreasonable to gainsay the committee’s conclusions at first glance.

A. sterling reputation of D. superficial

B. lack of finding of E. spontaneous

C. ad hoc existence of F. exhaustive

5. The skin of the poison dart frog contains deadly poisons called batrachotoxins. But the (i)
of the toxins has remained an enigma, as the frog does not (ii) them. Now an analysis
suggests that the melyrid beetle is the source. Collected beetle specimens all contained

batrachotoxins, suggesting that these beetles are (iii)______ by the frogs.

A. effect D. pressure G. eaten

B. origin E. produce H. neutralized
C. purpose F. suffer from I. poisoned
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6. Now that photographic prints have become a popular field for collecting, auctions are becoming
more (i) . It is not just the entry of new collectors into the field that is causing this
intensification. Established collectors’ interests are also becoming more (ii) . Those who once
concentrated on the work of either the nineteenth-century pioneers or the twentieth-century
modernists are now keen to have (iii) collections.

A. competitive D. fickle G. comprehensive
B. tedious E. wide-ranging H. legitimate

C. exclusive F. antiquarian l. impressive

7. The beauty of the scientific approach is that even when individual researchers do bias or
partiality, others can correct them using a framework of evidence on which everyone broadly
agrees.

A. overreact to

B. deviate from

C. succumb to

D. recoil from

E. yield to

F. shrink from

8. The reconstruct known work is beautiful and also probably : it is the only Hebrew verse
written by a woman.

A. singular

B. unique

C. archaic

D. counterfeit

E. valuable

F. fake

9. In a book that inclines to , an epilogue arguing that ballet is dead arrives simply as one
more overstatement.

A. pessimism

B. misinterpretation

C. imprecision

D. vagueness

E. exaggeration

F. hyperbole

10. The political upheaval caught most people by surprise: despite the
commentators, it had never seemed that imminent.

A. stern

B. prescient

C. prophetic

D. indifferent

E. repeated

F. apathetic

warnings of some
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section 2 easy

1. Among the Meakambut people of Papua New Guinea, legends are associated with specific
caves in the Sepik region, and these legends are : only the cave owner can share its
secrets.

A. impenetrable

B. immutable

C. proprietary

D. didactic

E. self-perpetuating

2. We often regard natural phenomena like rainfall as mysterious and unpredictable; although for
short time spans and particular places they appear so, in fact on a truly global scale, nature has
been a model of

A. reliability

B. diversity

C. complexity

D. plasticity

E. discontinuity

3. The economic recovery was somewhat lopsided: (i) in some of the industrial economies
while (ii) in others of them.

A. unexpected D. robust

B. feeble E. turbulent

C. swift F. predictable

4. Although trains may use energy more (i) than do automobiles, the latter move only when

they contain at least one occupant, whereas railway carriages spend a considerable amount of

time running up and down the tracks (ii) , Oor nearly so.
A. lavishly D. vacant
B. efficiently E. unimpeded
C. routinely F. overlooked

5. Most capuchin monkey conflict involves such a (i) repertoire of gestural and vocal signals
that it is difficult for researchers to tease apart the meanings of the individual signals. This (ii)

is (iii) by the fact that many signals seem to shift in meaning according to the context in
which they are produced and the developmental stage of the individuals producing them.

A. precise D. problem G. augmented
B. rich E. opportunity H. ameliorated
C. straightforward F. oversight I. anticipated
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6. Within the culture as a whole, the natural sciences have been so successful that the word
“scientific” is often used in (i) manner: it is often assumed that to call something “scientific” is
to imply that its reliability has been (ii) by methods whose results cannot reasonably be

(i)

A. an ironic D. maligned G. exaggerated
B. a literal E. challenged H. anticipated
C. an honorific F. established . disputed

7. Members of the union’s negotiating team insisted on several changes to the company’s proposal
before they would support it, making it clear that they would no compromise.

A. disclose

B. reject

C. brook

D. tolerate

E. repudiate

F. weigh

8. Wilson is wont to emphasize the of ants: how ants with full stomachs will regurgitate liquid
food for those without, or how the old will fight so the young can survive.

A. beneficence

B. altruism

C. unpredictability

D. intelligence

E. fecundity

F. fertility

9. During the Renaissance, the use of optical lenses, which were capable of projecting images
onto blank canvases, greatly aided artists by allowing them to accurately observe and depict the
external world; in other words, these lenses were instrumental in conveying

A. idealism

B. optimism

C. ambition

D. realism

E. sanguinity

F. verisimilitude

10. The professor’s habitual air of was misleading front, concealing amazing reserves of
patience and a deep commitment to his students’ learning.

A. cordiality

B. irascibility

C. disorganization

D. conviviality

E. diffidence

F. exasperation
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section 3 easy

1. Though we live in an era of stunning scientific achievement, many otherwise educated people
remain indifferent to or contemptuous of such achievement, even going so far as to their
ignorance of basic physics.

A. decry

B. condone

C. remedy

D. boast of

E. downplay

2. Slight but variation in the timing of the star’s pulses led astronomers to deduce that it was
being pulled backwards and forwards by three planets orbiting around it.

A. subtle

B. regular

C. undetectable

D. inconsequential

E. explicable

3. The great (i) of most books that examine the American presidency is their ideological bias,
but for most part, this volume on the presidency maintains an impressive degree of (ii)

A. contribution D. certainty
B. limitation E. fluency
C. paradox F. objectivity

4. Many of the towns that have voted to keep incinerators in the county’s solid waste plan have

done so not because they necessarily (i)______ incinerators, but because they are
(ii)____ to narrow their waste-disposal options.

A. question D. willing

B. favor E. eager

C. oppose F. loath

5. Just because, as a photographer, Friedlander (i) places that most people consider ugly
does not mean that he is out to prove they are beautiful. Instead, his work suggests that the
photographer simply cannot ignore so much of the built American landscape but is obligated to

(i)____ what we pass through day in and day out, regardless of (iii)_____.

A. tends to avoid D. document G. authenticity
B. is harshly critical of E. emulate H. truthfulness
C. isinterested in F. discredit |. aesthetics
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6. Both very good and very bad books are easy to review. Praise and (i) come easily. But
what of books that contain a muddle of virtues and vices? Here the reviewer’s task is more

(i) : the author’s useful and thought-provoking observations need to be (iii) the useless
and tedious.

A. ambivalence D. evident G. supplanted by

B. compliment E. demanding H. sifted from

C. censure F. manageable I. overshadowed by

7. In matters of taste, the art patron and collector Peggy Guggenheim was
strangest, the most surprising, the most satisfying, the best, the unique.
A. a neophyte

B. a novice

C. arealist

D. an extremist

E. a pragmatist

F. a zealot

, she was for the

8. The laboratory maze has grown ever less since it was first invented instead of hoping to
lose a rodent in a labyrinth; today’s scientists design mazes to elicit a few simple, easily measured
behaviors.

A. intricate

B. extensive

C. effective

D. convoluted

E. useful

F. prevalent

9. In mathematics, judgments about the validity of proofs are mediated by peer-reviewed journals;
to ensure , reviewers are carefully chosen by journal editors, and the identity of scholars
whose papers are under consideration are kept secret.

A. timelessness

B. originality

C. fairness

D. comprehensiveness

E. objectivity

F. novelty

10. Since some contemporary Western dieticians believe that the only function of food is to provide
nourishment, these dieticians view an emphasis on the aesthetic dimension of the culinary arts as

A. unprecedented
B. unwarranted
C. illuminating

D. groundless

E. promising

F. novel
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section 4 easy

1. In the last two hundreds years, the practice of archaeology has changed greatly, from digging up
ancient artifacts for use by wealthy individuals as art objects to analyzing the detritus of everyday
life in the laboratory, and thus from to data collection.

A. supposition

B. theorizing

C. fact-finding

D. treasure hunting

E. scientific discovery

2. History teaches us that science is not enterprise; indeed, it is quite the opposite, a motley
assortment of tools designed to safeguard researchers against their own biases.

A. an opportunistic

B. an anomalous

C. a haphazard

D. a collective

E. a monolithic

3. What they see in Tanaka is the one candidate capable of (i)
to Williamson , whose term in office has been marred by (ii)

leadership, in direct contrast

A. compassionate D. grandstanding

B. decisive E. partisanship

C. nepotistic F. vacillation

4. Despite having only recently learned to walk, toddlers make the most (i)____ dance students.
Their joy in movement is so pure, so complete, and so (i)

A. skilled D. futile

B. inattentive E. irrelevant

C. delightful F. contagious

5. Readers may initially be irked by the book’s apparent (i)_____ but, once immersed in the
author’s prose, they may come to regard the work’s (ii)_____ as an asset.

A. flippancy D. subtlety

B. aimlessness E. discursions

C. tendentiousness F. exhaustiveness

6. Unambiguous texts can allow their readers to (i) them quickly, but ambiguous texts can
have the attractive (ii) of multiple possible interpretations, all of which can be considered

equally (iii) , and none of which is the single true meaning.

A. misunderstand D. stigma G. valid

B. comprehend E. blemish H. frank

C. complicate F. allure l. inveterate
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7. Harper Lee’s narration in To Kill a Mockingbird is , mixing an adult’s and a child’s
perspective according to no logic other than the immediate exigencies of the plot.

A. a paradigm

B. a hodgepodge

C. a model

D. an innovation

E. a patchwork

F. an embarrassment

8. The employee had a reputation for fractiousness, but his coworkers found him to be, on the
contrary, quiet

A. insightful

B. affable

C. sagacious

D. capable

E. easygoing

F. productive

9. Even though women in the US would not gain the rights to vote until 1920, throughout the
nineteenth century many feminist goals were gradually , especially the rights of married
women to control their own property.

A. realized

B. abandoned

C. eroded

D. modified

E. revised

F. achieved

10. Edited collections of scholarly essays generally tend to be somewhat uneven: they suffer from
the subject matter of the various essays, the lack of an overarching and consistent thesis,
and the variable quantity of the contributions.

A. intriguing

B. heterogeneous

C. comprehensive

D. disparate

E. mediocre

F. engaging
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section 5 easy

1. The Labrador duck is one of the most extinct birds: although there are a fair number of
specimens, few have yielded reliable data and little is known about the species’ breeding patterns.
A. anomalous

B. controversial

C. enigmatic

D. misrepresented

E. cherished

2. The research found that in assessing others, many people hold an unconscious view that
competence and warmth are (i) : when they perceive a person to be highly capable, they infer
that he or she must have a tendency to be (ii)

A. equally important D. ambitious
B. mutually reinforcing E. unfeeling
C. inversely related F. disingenuous

3. Mr. Stevens found that home schooling, far from representing (i) philosophy, (ii)
some of the most widely accepted education ideas: that children should be treated as individuals,
taught in small numbers, and given a measure of discretion over their own learning.

A. a benign D. overcomes

B. an orthodox E. embodies

C. an anomalous F. anticipates

4. He was never (i)_____; he was nothing if not (ii) , SO he forbore for the present to declare
his passion.

A. chivalrous D. boorish

B. impetuous E. circumspect

C. thoughtful F. spontaneous

5. Computers make it spectacularly easy to search for particular pieces of information in
downloaded texts. And doing research in this strategic, targeted manner can

feel (i) . Instead of (i) the organizing logic of the book you are reading, you can
approach the book with your own questions and (iii) . You, not the author, are the master.
A. disorienting D. disregarding G. begin to discern the
author’s intent
B. humbling E. surrendering to H. glean precisely what you
want from it
C. empowering F. imitating I. evaluate the book on its
own terms
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6. Given our species’ increasing numbers and appetites—which are reflected in and compounded
by global climate change—even (i) species are likely to become endangered within the
foreseeable future. If we are to avoid a calamitous loss of biodiversity, according to Golbe, we
cannot simply let nature take its course. Ongoing conservation management is (ii) , as we
have, in a sense, become nature, and the responsibilities that come with the role cannot be

(iif)

A. exotic D. ineffective G. jettisoned

B. vulnerable E. obligatory H. assumed

C. now common F. promising I. contrived

7. Miller reminded his clients that labor relationship are inherently : the interests of

business owners are diametrically opposed to those of employees.
A. adversarial

B. exploitative

C. mercenary

D. antagonistic

E. variable

F. changeable

8. Progressive and reactionary populist movements are not necessarily ; each may, and
usually does, possess features of the other.

A. dichotomous

B. untenable

C. unsustainable

D. contradictory

E. subversive

F. efficacious

9. Although one can adduce myriad of examples of ecosystem disruption by nonindigenous
species, nevertheless most introduced species that survive in fact appear to have quite
effects on the ecosystem they have invaded.

A. minimal

B. trifling

C. marked

D. conspicuous

E. intriguing

F. deleterious

10. Although field studies have linked inbreeding to declines among song sparrow populations,
some researchers argue that, in nature, inbreeding proves as a factor when compared with
crushing blows from weather changes.

A. hazardous

B. momentous

C. trivial

D. significant

E. precarious

F. inconsequential

MIEARS: KEFZIMGRE FE17 !



HZGRE GREEZ 41250 M D RAR

section 6 easy

1. One view of historicism holds that systems of belief prevalent during different periods in history
are and therefore cannot be understood except in their own term.

A. discriminatory

B. incommensurable

C. anachronistic

D. cosmopolitan

E. objective

2. The company suffers from an almost total lack of : even the most innocuous
communications between departments lend to devolve into acrimony.

A. dissension

B. variance

C. comity

D. conformity

E. mordancy

3. One way to predict the effects of global climate change on an ecosystem is to extrapolate
current trend in global change factors into the future. A (i) of this method is that its
predictions (ii) actual observation, but the method also makes the questionable assumption
that the future will resemble the present.

A. virtue D. dispense with

B. drawback E. derive from

C. peculiarity F. improve upon

4. So (i)____is the reputation of the city’s police force for (ii)______ that whenever a new police
chief take office, he or she routinely promises to clean up the force.

A. persistent D. corruption

B. recent E. efficiency

C. discouraging F. inexperience

5. Scientists said that cosmology was the field where the ratio of theory to data was (i)_____: there
was an abundance of theories, but almost no data. Recently, however, that ratio has flipped. A
huge and ever-increasing amount of data has (i) all theories but one.

A. completely unknown D. eliminated

B. nearly infinite E. supported

C. always variable F. clarified
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6. Many fairy tales are complex narratives of wish fulfilment. They teach the reader that a struggle
against severe difficulties in life is (i) , that it is an intrinsic part of human existence, and that if
one does not (ii) , but steadfastly meets unexpected and often unjust hardships, one masters
all obstacles and at the end (iii)

A. atypical D. preserve G. elicits adversities
B. unavoidable E. improvise H. emerges victorious
C. insurmountable F. shy away I. evades achievements

7. Since it was committed to the idea of science as an international, politically neutral enterprise,
the Royal Society of London refused to members from enemy nations during world wars of
the twentieth century.

A. betray

B. expel

C. endorse

D. oust

E. sanction

F. condemn

8. Coagulation factors are useful proteins whose simple names—many are known only by Roman
numerals— their importance and the specificity of their roles in the thinning and clotting of
blood.

A. nullify

B. obviate

C. mitigate

D. belie

E. mask

F. accentuate

9. Despite her rather choices, Moreland was neither a rebellious spirit nor someone who
saw herself as anything out of the ordinary.

A. unconventional

B. impractical

C. quirky

D. flamboyant

E. successful

F. lucrative

10. Despite their cultural and social significance, rapid growth, and widespread appear in
China, video games—unlike traditional media—have received attention from
international communication researches.

A. undue

B. scant

C. excessive

D. focused

E. limited

F. dwindling
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section 7 easy

1. The artist’s career was remarkable partly because it was so : she died, with only a few
paintings to her credit, while still in her twenties.

A. felicitous

B. prolific

C. enduring

D. conventional
E. abbreviated

2. The province has long claimed to be just another developing region, even as its economy
those of other regions and threatens to eclipse the rest of the country combined.

A. parallels

B. bolsters

C. corroborates

D. outstrips

E. engages

3. Scholars have marveled over the (i) that Shakespeare displays in his works, noting that
such broad learning is all the more remarkable given that books were relatively (ii) in
Shakespeare’s time.

A. meticulousness D. edifying
B. humor E. scarce
C. erudition F. inexpensive

4. She was never (i)
declare her passion.

; she was nothing if not discreet, so she (ii) for the present to

A. precipitate D. pretended

B. tactful E. decided

C. thoughtful F. forbore

5. Except for a few passages in the biography in which the subject’s flaws are (i) , the
author’s treatment of her subject is (ii)

A. too harshly judged D. erudite

B. analyzed in depth E. judicious

C. frankly acknowledged F. acrimonious

6. The writer argues that jewelry-grade diamonds, because they are both (i) and (ii) ,
prove one of two conclusions; their purchasers have so much money they can spend it on goods
that (iii) , or their purchasers are so committed to making others think they have such wealth
that they are willing to go into debt to do so.

A. flawless D. durable G. may appreciate in value

B. fungible E. useless H. reflect the buyers’

connoisseurship

C. expensive F. irreplaceable I. serve no practical purpose
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7. In Ramachandran’s opinion, it is perfectly acceptable to propose bold speculations about the
brain, even if these speculations seem ; as Ramachandran frequently remarks, science
thrives on risky conjecture.

A. unfounded

B. premature

C. controversial

D. verifiable

E. testable

F. baseless

8. The concert hall’s suspended ceiling is two-inch-thick plaster that reflects low-frequency sound
energy; similarly, all wall surfaces are angled and shaped to sound from the stage
throughout the audience area.

A. diffuse

B. amplify

C. spread

D. dampen

E. eclipse

F. deaden

9. Any notion of justice in the fortunes of artists is : works of equal value and
quality produce quite different returns or no returns at all.

A. baseless

B. cliché

C. untenable

D. insulting

E. condescending

F. idealistic

10. Agencies responsible for protecting natural resources too often issue permits allowing
exploitation of those resources, a process that remains given that agencies have become
experts at masking their decisions in the scientific terms.

A. controversial

B. exacting

C. obscure

D. onerous

E. opaque

F. misleading
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section 8 easy

1. Parker’s model of human reflects a outlook, in stark contrast to the generally pessimistic
analyses of her colleagues in the economics department.

A. prescient

B. circumspect

C. technical

D. magisterial

E. sanguine
2. The history of the region’s natural resources has been one of initial (i) followed

by (ii) ; as such the region has over time gone from a resource-rich to a resource-dependent
economy.

A. disappointment D. growing interdependence

B. abundance E. draconian regulation

C. conservation F. rapacious depletion

3. Any account of experimental music in the United States that (i) the predominantly African
American bebop and free jazz movements is (ii) , since this body of music constitutes what is
arguably the most influential African experimental music in the decades following the Second War

War.

A. neglects D. underappreciated
B. exaggerates E. problematic
C. reinterprets F. self-serving

4. Despite the abundance and importance of maize, its biological origin has been a long-running
mystery. The bright yellow, mouth-watering treat does not grow in the wild anywhere on the planet,

so its (i) is not at all (ii) .
A. utility D. helpful
B. popularity E. important
C. ancestry F. obvious
5. In medieval Europe, watermills were more (i) than windmills. It is true that windmills could
be built virtually anywhere, whereas watermills (ii) . However, watermills’ greater capacity and
reliability provided a better (iii) the money required to build the mill.
A. problematic D. were suitable only for G. source of
certain locations
B. profitable E. inspired a variety of new H. adjunct to
technologies
C. versatile F. required a good deal of I. return on

upkeep
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6. When the Agriculture Department (i) its dietary guidelines, it laid down a challenge: Eat
better, smarter, and healthier or else. The “or else” included a long list of (ii) that (iii)
the developed world, from heart disease and osteoporosis to diabetes.

A. make public D. intangibles G. assuage

B. debunked E. misconceptions H. plague

C. refused to consider F. maladies . ignore

7. Although legislators on both sides of issues have repeatedly a desire to find a middle
ground, until now no acceptable compromise has been achieved.
A. discussed

B. proclaimed
C. professed
D. rejected

E. disowned
F. betrayed

8. The company is so old-fashioned and opposed to innovation that it can seem downright
A. antediluvian

B. flighty

C. archaic

D. chauvinistic

E. capricious

F. patronizing

9. Estimating demographic parameters in marine mammals is challenging, often requiring many
years of data to achieve sufficient precision to biologically meaningful change.

A. effect

B. tolerate

C. discern

D. envisage

E. withstand

F. detect

10. Scientists should hope the faults in their theories will be their peers since the refutation
of one hypothesis can free its originator to develop a better one.

A. discerned by

B. disregarded by

C. discovered by

D. ignored by

E. opaque to

F. inspiring to
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section 9 easy

1. He was so during the filming of the movie that crew members nicknamed his “The Angriest
Man in the World”

A. loquacious

B. irascible

C. perfidious

D. sanguine

E. voracious

2. The film was a : its elements were assembled more or less haphazardly from a dozen of
different sources.

A. burlesque

B. satire

C. pastiche

D. chronicle

E. parody

3. The description of Green’s scholarship as (i) is grossly misleading: while her research on
interstellar particles is not especially novel, the conclusions she draws from her data are (ii)

A. esoteric D. remarkably pioneering
B. tendentious E. dubiously supported
C. derivative F. strangely comforting

4. People frequently attempt to relieve their workplace frustrations via surreptitious comments
around the water cooler but would be better able to resolve their resentment if they were less

(i)____ about their problem and imitated a more (ii)______ dialogue.
A. vexatious D. equitable

B. clandestine E. sincere

C. opportunistic F. open

5. It would be (i) not to (i) these tabloid journalists for thriving in hard times: they
deserve credit for doing well in a profession in financial straits.

A. apropos D. admire
B. churlish E. envy
C. cagey F. emulate
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6. The historian’s narrative of the dynasty’s decline is (i) , because though there is nothing
(ii) the account, largely parts of it rely on (iii)
A. diffuse D. psychologically penetrating  G. plagiarism
in
B. reasonable E. inherently implausible about H. conjecture
C. questionable F. fully documented in l. pretense

7. Though Edmurd certainly had a dignified bearing and made a great first impression, those who
became acquainted with him soon realized he had an essentially nature.

A. pugnacious

B. deliberate

C. punctilious

D. courteous

E. complacent

F. truculent

8. The life of a secret agent is dangerous enough, but the life of a double agent is infinitely more
: a single slip can send an agent crashing to destruction.

A. arduous

B. precarious

C. clandestine

D. perilous

E. covert

F. exhilarating

9. Natural causes nerves to die off and muscles to weaken, but regular exercise of muscle fibers
enlarges and can the decline by increasing the strengthen muscle you have left.

A. speed up

B. stave off

C. forestall

D. facilitate

E. assist

F. exploit

10. Creativity is no longer seen as inspiration leading to poem or painting, it has come to be
thought of as something permeating the whole of a person’s life.

A. a mundane

B. a momentary

C. an illusory

D. an evanescent

E. a metaphoric

F. a prosaic
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section 10 easy

1. Nylenna’s study showed that errors in scientific manuscripts submitted for publication often
escape reviewers’ notice, results that were not : when Godlee conducted a study of the
same phenomenon, her findings were similar.

A. credible

B. unwelcome

C. anomalous

D. quantifiable

E. consequential

2. Among the Meakambut people of Papua New Guinea, legends are associated with specific
caves in the Sepik region, and these legends are : only the cave owner can share its
secrets.

A. impenetrable

B. immutable

C. proprietary

D. didactic

E. self-perpetuating

3. It would be imprecise to characterize her scholarship as (i) : though her etymological

discussion is necessarily esoteric, there is nothing (ii)_____ about the conclusions she derives
from it.

A. derivative D. obscure

B. arcane E. controversial

C. careless F. innovative

4. While acknowledging behaviors the Prime Minster took in order to remain in office were
(i) , some politicians nevertheless believed this small amount of (ii) was justified to
keep reforming government in office.

A. unethical D. skullduggery
B. impractical E. indolence
C. quixotic F. incivility

5. Attending with equal (i) to any question that presents itself, the sociologist’s work has

strengths and weaknesses that flow from this energetically (ii)_____ approach.
A. skepticism D. hybrid

B. lethargy E. indiscriminate

C. fervor F. conciliatory
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6. Galaxy Zoo set a standard for citizen-scientist participation project. Zealous volunteers (i)
the project’s organizers by classifying an entire catalog of galaxies years ahead of schedule.

(i) by the (iii) of the volunteers, Galaxy Zoo team was inspired to pursue lines of
research they had never even imagined.

A. beguiled D. baffled G. insouciance

B. forestalled E. buoyed H. stoicism

C. astonished F. embarrassed I. alacrity

7. In establishing that the dust she had observed constitutes two percent of the mass in the
quadrant, the astronomer showed that the dust’s extreme visual prominence its relatively
minor contribution to the total mass of the region.

A. belies

B. masks

C. highlights

D. nullifies

E. disproves

F. accentuates

8. Writing about advances in climate science is often problematic, in part because the material is
SO : climate science is the study of shifting, interrelated, and sometimes paradoxical
patterns.

A. disheartening

B. pedestrian

C. complicated

D. depressing

E. knotty

F. mundane

9. There are many insights in the essay collected in Observations on modernity, but they are

embedded in a dense English translation of a dense German original that may make many of them
to most readers.

A. vapid

B. inaccessible

C. sagacious

D. banal

E. distressing

F. opaque

10. Noise suppression in phones can play an important role in making cellphone networks more
efficient, since when sounds that are to the meaningful signal are transmitted, precious
network band width is wasted.

A. unsuitable

B. detrimental

C. irrelevant

D. confined

E. limited

F. extraneous
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section 11 easy

1. The title of her final and unfinished film, Escape, was : indeed while shooting it, she was
preoccupied with thoughts of desertion.

A. quixotic

B. apt

C. misleading

D. inconsequential

E. uncharacteristic

2. This is neither praise nor criticism, neither a compliment nor
A. an exposition

B. an elucidation

C. an animadversion

D. a culmination

E. a divination

, just an observation.

3. The national bank has been uncommonly powerful in comparison to its counterparts in other
nations. It retains this potency partly because its control of the nation’s banking system is (i)
governmental interference, and thus its actions remain largely (ii) .

A. unencumbered by D. compulsory
B. replete with E. discretionary
C. hindered by F. bureaucratic

4. Mr. Billington, at times, can be a (i) . For instance, he deplores the Royal Shakespeare
Company’s eight-and-a-half hour version of Nicholas Nickelby, which many found (ii)

A. naysayer D. perplexing
B. pushover E. unpredictable
C. braggart F. absorbing

5. At Cerro Portezuelo, the task of separating grinding tools from the larger collection of excavated
stone objects was (i) the ancient practice of recycling grinding tool fragments for building
materials, hammer stones, and other purposes that (ii) their original use.

A. complicated by D. complemented
B. important to E. obscured
C. independent from F. underscored

6. To label Hamilton a foreigner because he was born outside what later became the United States
is to assume anachronistically the existence of the nation before the fact. It is true that Hamilton
came to believe that he was a (i) the United States, but his (ii) was stemmed not from

his (iii) but from his confrontation with American democracy, which he considered to be a
disease afflicting the nation.

A. symbol of D. alienation G. ideology

B. stranger in E. ambition H. profession

C. citizen of F. patriotism l. birthplace
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7. Changes made to ecosystem in order to achieve a goal, such as food production or flood
control, often significant unforeseen trade-offs between other important products and
service the ecosystems provide.

A. predict

B. delay

C. foretell

D. obscure

E. yield

F. engender

8. The union states its position polemically; its leader say they are fighting to save good jobs while
corporations replace full-time workers with part-time ones in order to cut down on both

wages and benefits.

A. precarious

B. enterprising

C. rapacious

D. troubled

E. influential

F. avaricious

9. When the atmosphere over the city is at its best, it is peculiarly
distill this very special beauty of the place.

A. limpid

B. acute

C. calm

D. sharp

E. pellucid

F. tranquil

, and this clarity seems to

10. The book brings together many valuable reports on conservation projects, but with less variety
than might have been wished: nearly half the contributions are from the same state, and
consequently, the case studies are similarly geographically.

A. rudimentary

B. interdependent

C. interrelated

D. complex

E. heterogeneous

F. dissimilar
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section 12 easy

1. The identity of hominid remains found in a cave in the Altai Mountains was until Paabo
and his colleagues ended the speculation by showing that DNA sequences indicated the bones
belonged to Neanderthals.

A. extraneous

B. conjectural

C. improbable

D. demonstrable

E. consistent

2. In a production process that is complex and often unpredictable, roles that start out discretely
defined may become quite

A. confused

B. perfunctory

C. independent

D. overt

E. exacting

3. Tagore had a sharply defined sense of the (i) of scientific inquiry. The fact that science
dealt in statistics and numbers, that its logic was probabilistic, meant that the domain of moral
questions (ii) it: moral questions, for Tagore, required certainties, not probabilities.

A. irrationality D. guarded over
B. limits E. lay outside
C. futility F. was subject to

4. The author suggests that cinema archives should become more like museums, justifying their

existence by selecting, grouping and commenting on important films. By thus (i)______ films,
archives would not only serve as repositories but would provide (ii)___ as well.

A. improving D. conservation

B. restoring E. education

C. interpreting F. income

5. Although Professor Pearson’s colleagues often complained that he was (i) , his friends

were quick to defend him from this charge of (ii) .

A. importunate D. inconstancy
B. garrulous E. dishonest
C. mercurial F. partiality
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6. Just because, as a photographer, Friedlander (i) places that most people consider ugly
does not mean that he is out to prove they are beautiful. Instead, his work suggests that the
photographer simply cannot ignore so much of the built American landscape but is obligated to

(i)___ what we pass through day in and day out, regardless of (iii)____ .

A. tends to avoid D. document G. authenticity
B. is harshly critical of E. emulate H. truthfulness
C. isinterested in F. discredit |. aesthetics

7. For those of us who have been intoxicated by the power and potential of mathematics, the
mystery isn’t why that fascination developed but why it isn’t

A. advantageous

B. discounted

C. prevalent

D. undervalued

E. celebrated

F. widespread

8. The nation’s robust economic performance could be by the persistent flaws in its
economic institutions and structure that are the result of half-finished and misguided government
policies.

A. neutralized

B. concealed

C. undermined

D. impaired

E. obscured

F. outstripped

9. An abundance of nutrient-rich pollution in estuaries causes algae to , much as
houseplants grow better when their soil contains added fertilizer.

A. abound

B. proliferate

C. stagnate

D. coalesce

E. collect

F. diversify

10. Taking to the mountains to escape the chaos occasioned by the collapse of the ruling dynasty,
artists looked to nature for and a serenity not evident in human society.

A. an order

B. a stability

C. afragility

D. a decadence

E. an interaction

F. a degeneracy
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section 13 easy

1. Because people expect theater directors to be authoritarians, many were surprised that Clark
was so

A. histrionic

B. megalomaniacal

C. egalitarian

D. indolent

E. charismatic

2. The students’ natures were in sharp contrast to the imperturbable dispositions of their
teacher.

A. volatile

B. duplicitous

C. apathetic

D. cunning

E. blithe

3. In a federally governed country, a regional government can function as a (i) for the entire
nation—a setting in which new ideas under consideration for national implementation are (ii)
without having to involve the country as a whole.

A. laboratory D. dispersed
B. catalyst E. undermined
C. standard F. tried

4. Conventional deposits of oil and gas are actually the final resting place of far-traveled

hydrocarbons that were (i)____ deeper source beds of organic-rich rock. By contrast, shale gas
(i)____its birthplace, remaining in the source bed whose organic matter produced the gas.

A. trapped in D. never leaves

B. generated in E. swiftly escapes from

C. bound for F. rarely stays in

5. Despite dispute between the sisters lasted all summer, Megan remained (i)______ and Laruen
was equally (ii)____

A. intransigent D. indolent

B. feckless E. uncompromising

C. munificent F. taciturn

6. In a view of 17 studies from 2008, Trudeau and Shephard concluded that reserving up to an
hour a day for (i) in school curricula does not (ii) academic achievement. In fact, they
noted that more exercise often (iii) school performance, despite the time it took away from
reading, writing, and arithmetic.

A. physical activity D. contribute to G. diminished
B. leisure time E. detract from H. augmented
C. open study F. correlate with I. counteracted
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7. The Great Lakes wolf is a , stumping scientists as to whether it is a subspecies of the gray
wolf or a distinct species.

A. prototype

B. riddle

C. paragon

D. model

E. legend

F. conundrum

8. The book aims to illuminate how science has changed the meaning of nothingness from
philosophical concept to something we can almost put under a microscope.

A. a tangible

B. a palpable

C. a nebulous

D. a nettlesome

E. an incontrovertible

F. a vague

9. Readers have long considered Lawd Today!, Richard Wright’s first written and last published
novel, ; the novel simply seems inconsistent with the image of what a Wright text should do
or be.

A. an artifact

B. a prototype

C. an anomaly

D. a mainstay

E. an aberration

F. a model

10. It is hardly for today’s film to try to blur the boundaries between the moral and the
immoral. Hollywood has been doing that since at least the 1960s.

A. entertaining

B. original

C. novel

D. pertinent

E. relevant

F. insightful
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section 14 easy

1. Despite the neighborhood’s lingering reputation for
varied in its architecture and demographics.

A. boisterousness

B. unpretentiousness

C. idiosyncrasy

D. accessibility

E. homogeneity

, it has in fact become increasingly

2. That Seiberg and Witten lack celebrity can be explained by the nature of their pursuit:
the mathematical exploration of four-dimensional space.

A. pedestrian

B. esoteric

C. compelling

D. global

E. univocal

3. World demand for oil had been intensified, but it slackened because China’s surge in oil
consumption had (i) . Moreover, high oil price had themselves started to act as a short-term

(ii)____ the global economy, thus further dampening demand.
A. spread D. spurto

B. commenced E. drag on

C. slowed F. panacea for

4. Despite the fact that the book promises a complete rethinking of the factors contributing to the

conflict, the picture that the book paints is (i)_____:in identifying cause, it is more orthodox than
(1) —

A. obscure D. restrictive

B. detailed E. revisionist

C. familiar F. enigmatic

5. Collecting such fragment of contemporary popular culture as postcards, newspaper clippings,
and wallpaper patterns, Susan Hiller transforms these seemingly (i) artifacts into objective

(i)____ by making them the centerpieces in her compositions.
A. extravagant D. importance
B. trivial E. uniformity
C. archaic F. banality
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6. Gravitational waves—ripples in the geometry of space-time —are analogous to electromagnetic
waves. The challenge in trying to observe these waves directly is that they are extremely weak. To
make waves large enough to be (i) , the most (ii) events in the universe are required:
supernova explosions, the formation of black holes, or the collision of stars. Even so, the effects

are (iii) . The geometry changes so little that a distance of several kilometers changes by less
than the diameter of a proton.

A. detectable D. obvious G. masked

B. usable E. subtle H. disastrous

C. explicable F. violent I. minuscule

7. Reversing a decade-long trend on global , earth’s surface has become brighter since
1990, scientists are reporting.

A. warming

B. cooling

C. diffusing

D. dimming

E. darkening

F. heating

8. All Shaker furniture implies humanism in design: the Shakers made objects that look like

objects, following a nonhuman law of design and rejecting the unconscious self-flattery inherent in
making anthropomorphic objects.

A. a rejection of

B. a liberation from

C. a belief in

D. an affinity for

E. an attraction to

F. a misunderstanding of

9. The controversial social analysis that Moynihan offered in the 1960s is now generally recognized
as having been prescient; in fact, it has been the upon which much of our discussion of
social pathology must base.

A. concession

B. bedrock

C. imperative

D. compromise

E. foundations

F. vision

10. The life of a secret agent is dangerous enough, but the life of a double agent is infinitely more
: a single slip can send an agent crashing to destruction.

A. arduous

B. precarious

C. clandestine

D. perilous

E. covert

F. exhilarating
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section 15 easy

1. Paintings created in India during the Mughal dynasty were in ambition but ornamental in
presentation: in one direction they have a affinity with newspaper photographs, while in the other
they have the intricacy of jewels.

A. metaphorical

B. documentary

C. aesthetic

D. sectarian

E. baroque

2. It is a paradox of the Victorians that they were both
cosmopolitan.

A. capricious

B. insular

C. mercenary

D. idealistic

E. intransigent

and, through their empire,

3. Although movie critic Pauline Kael had a distaste for sycophancy, she also had a need for

(i)___; as a consequence of these competing feelings, she sent very (ii)_____ signals to friends
and colleagues.

A. solitude D. direct

B. obeisance E. subtle

C. clarity F. mixed

4. Since fibromyalgia’s symptoms can be (i)______andcan (ii)_____ other disorder, and its

diagnosis depends largely on patients’ descriptions rather than blood tests or biopsies,
fibromyalgia’s cause and treatment have been the subject of much debate.

A. wide-ranging D. mimic
B. distinctive E. illuminate
C. debilitating F. preclude

5. Architecture scholar Sandy McCreery recently argued that traffic congestion, far from being a
sign of urban (i) , is a mark of urban (ii) ; congestion promotes contemplation of our
surroundings and provides us with a shared experience, thereby fulfilling the essential task of the
city.

A. plentitude D. ambition
B. decline E. privation
C. excitement F. health
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6. When the Agriculture Department (i) its dietary guidelines, it laid down a challenge: Eat
better, smarter, and healthier or else. The “or else” included a long list of (ii) that (iii)
the developed world, from heart disease and osteoporosis to diabetes.

A. make public D. intangibles G. assuage

B. debunked E. misconceptions H. plague

C. refused to consider F. maladies l. ignore

7. The jazz style called bebop was born and nurtured in New York City, and despite a initial
reception, it resonated three thousand miles away on the West Coast.
A. wary

B. warm

C. confused

D. muddled

E. convivial

F. hostile

8. Despite the of medical information available through e-mail, the Internet, and mobile

devices, not many patients are taking advantage of the potential of electronic communications for
health-related needs.

A. wealth

B. complexity

C. intricacy

D. profusion

E. resurgence

F. overload

9. The political upheaval caught most people by surprise: despite the
commentators, it had never seemed that imminent.

A. stern

B. prescient

C. prophetic

D. indifferent

E. repeated

F. apathetic

warnings of some

10. Wilson is wont to emphasize the of ants, how ants with full stomachs will regurgitate
liquid food for those without , or how the old will fight so the young can survive.

A. beneficence

B. altruism

C. unpredictability

D. intelligence

E. fecundity

F. fertility
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section 16 median

1. Blake’s reputation for weakness is : almost all who have worked with him say he is a
disciplined, intellectually formidable, and very tough politician.

A. specious

B. pervasive

C. irreversible

D. trivial

E. ambivalent

2. In protoscientific (for example, in ancient Greece), claims about the physical world were often
accepted as true if they were reasonable; experimental verification, if thought necessary at all, was
A. utilitarian

B. perfunctory

C. egregious

D. empirical

E. inductive

3. Though many professional book reviewers would agree that criticism should be (i)
enterprise, a tendency to write (ii) reviews has risen, partly out of the mistaken belief that
sharing personal details will help reviewers stand out of the pack

A. an anonymous D. scathing
B. an evenhanded E. confessional
C. a spirited F. superficial

4. Many of the unusual behaviors attributed to crows—such as drinking coffee or presenting gifts to
people who feed them—are based on (i) and therefore fall into the category of (ii)
rather than science.

A. long-term observation D. anecdote
B. controlled experiments E. speculation
C. secondhand testimony F. hypothesis

5. Despite the scathing precision with which she satirizes the lives of social aspirants and moneyed
folk, the writer appears to (i) being part of the world she presents as so (ii)

A. abhor D. unattainable
B. relish E. insufferable
C. evoke F. enchanting
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6. Although Thaler employs an innovative mode of analysis, his study offers yet another
examination of quite (i) ground—namely, the culture ideology of Norwegian-American
preservationist writers in the early twentieth century. The history, literature, and changing internal
dynamics of the Norwegian subculture in America constitute a particularly well-studied area.

Anyone familiar with the authoritative work of scholars in the field will (ii)______little in Thaler’s
study that is (iii)_____.

A. unfamiliar D. find G. accurate

B. well-worked E. understand H. new

C. fruitful F. reveal I. recognizable

7. Though it may seem as if more than a century of ______ has made the electrical grid an all-

encompassing web connecting the whole of the continent, many vast and beautiful areas remain
without power.

A. refinement

B. expansion

C. ubiquity

D. augmentation

E. omnipresence

F. isolation

8. Much of the literature of railroad seeks someone to , and it is thus replete with encomiums
on entrepreneurs and managers.

A. indict

B. rehabilitate

C. exalt

D. valorize

E. emulate

F. excoriate

9. Not only was this writer content to leave the reading public in the dark, she seems to have
the role of trickster, seeding her works with apparent clues that led nowhere.

A. rejected

B. disdained

C. relished

D. participated in

E. delighted in

F. developed

10. The major of much popular history is that it betrays no interest in making intellectual
contributions to our understanding of an issue.

A. characteristic

B. shortcoming

C. dilemma

D. quandary

E. ploy

F. fault
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section 17 median

1. While early biographies of Florence Nightingale tended to be quite , Lytton Strachey’s
irreverent 1918 essay about her ushered in a new era, making it acceptable, even fashionable, to
criticize her.

A. unsympathetic

B. sycophantic

C. unsentimental

D. censorious

E. pedantic

2. The modest but functional new wing finally gives the museum the to serve its visitors
properly, including multiple entrances to eliminate the lines that used to snake around the building.
A. visibility

B. wherewithal
C. reputation
D. solemnity
E. panache

3. The benefits offered by information technology do not (i) the need for individual reasoning;
for example, Internet user should not allow the reasoning process to be (ii) the mere
accumulation raw data.

A. disguise D. preceded by

B. signal E. supplemented with

C. diminish F. supplanted by

4. Because the book is largely concerned with an examination of various (i) often

encountered in contemporary thinking, such as an exaggerated appreciation for meaningless
coincidence and a credulous accept of pseudoscience, much of the writing has a (ii) quality
to it. Nevertheless, it avoids the overly earned scolding tone common to many such endeavors.

A. inadequacies D. debunking
B. abstractions E. speculative
C. complexities F. generalizing

5. The building affairs minister rightly recognizes that the current planning system—under which
the government controls every aspect of construction—creates disastrous developments, but she
is wrong to propose the opposite: the wholesale (i) of the building market. Such a complete
(ii) of responsibility on the part of the state can hardly be in the public’s interest.

A. liberalization D. abnegation
B. preservation E. recapitulation
C. regulation F. accretion
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6. Publisher, publicist, and broadcasters love anniversaries, those occasions when historical
events become (i) in (ii) culture of celebration. On such occasions patriotic sentiment
and national pride are wrapped in the panoply of history to manufacture a mythical past that is
serviceable for public (iii)

A. elusive moments D. an authentic G. consumption
B. marketable artifacts E. a commercial H. scrutiny
C. raging controversies F. an elitist I. censure

7. After rising continuously over the summer, commodity prices fell, leaving analyst wondering
whether the downward trend is a turning point or merely a before demand picks up in the
winter months.

A. spike

B. upsurge

C. harbinger

D. portent

E. lull

F. respite

8. Doris Kearns Goodwin’s elegant, incisive study of Lincoln those whose knowledge of
Lincoln is an amalgam of high school history and popular mythology as well as those who are
experts.

A. gratify

B. entice

C. inspire

D. confuse

E. perplex

F. please

9. Explorers could not build each other’s knowledge if they could not trust records of previous
explorers; thus exploration depended on the of those who had gone before.

A. collegiality

B. endurance

C. exactitude

D. meticulousness

E. eminence

F. tenacity

10. Well organized and researched and including all significant discoveries and medical scientists,
this history of Western medicine has justly been called

A. encyclopedic

B. long-winded

C. exhaustive

D. rambling

E. overbearing

F. undiscriminating
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section 18 median

1. Politicians who invoke the founders of the United States in support of their views seem to imply

that the founders consistently concurred in their own views when in reality they were a highly
group of thinkers.

A. erudite

B. innovative

C. predictable

D. contentious

E. methodical

2. Apparently, advanced tortoises evolved multiple times: the high-domed shells and columnar,
elephantine feet of current forms are specializations for terrestrial life that evolved on each
continent.

A. independently

B. interchangeably

C. paradoxically

D. simultaneously

E. symmetrically

3. Scholarly works on detective stories often begin with (i) , suggesting that there is
something vaguely wrong with adults who spend their time reading such fiction and certainly
something (ii) those who devote energy to its analysis.

A. chronologies D. awry in
B. apologies E. astute about
C. synopses F. courageous about

4. Due to the extraordinary circumstances, British business owners found themselves in a (i)
position during the Second World War, forced to accept regular interference from government and
to acquiesce to (ii) role for labor unions in negotiating the terms and conditions of

employment.

A. defensive D. a traditional

B. dominant E. an enhanced

C. customary F. a diminished

5. As Ellen Donkin explains, in eighteenth-century England, writing plays (i)______ women. Even
when the (ii) meant that playwriting did not bring personal fame, the work nevertheless

enabled them to present their own views to the public and offered the possibility of acquiring
capital.

A. empowered D. use of a pseudonym
B. overextended E. lack of a producer
C. impressed F. poor remuneration
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6. Laws protecting intellectual property are intended to stimulate creativity, yet some forms of
creative work have never enjoyed legal protection—a situation that ought to be of great interest. If
we see certain forms of creative endeavor (i) as a result of uncontrolled copying, we might
decide to (ii) intellectual property law. Conversely, if unprotected creative work (iii) in
the absence of legal rules against copying, we would do well to know how such flourishing is
sustained.

A. languishing D. jettison G. declines in originality
B. proliferating E. extend H. manages to thrive
C. diversifying F. relax I. openly invites imitation

7. Science is arguably a very high-minded pursuit, but that is not to say that all of its practitioners
are , as numerous articles alleging overly generous pharmaceutical industry payments to
medical researchers have tried to show.

A. conventional

B. clever

C. unimpeachable

D. ingenious

E. blameless

F. predictable

8. In a field of egotists, Bloomfield is , often praising her competitors and punctuating her
correspondence with self-deprecating remarks.

A. unassuming

B. complimentary

C. acerbic

D. ingenuous

E. cutting

F. modest

9. Because its previously beliefs had become core tenets of mainstream politics, the activist
group disbanded; with no more skeptics to persuade, its purpose had evaporated.

A. arcane

B. seditious

C. quixotic

D. idealistic

E. popular

F. conventional

10. Although scientific progress leads to constant revision of ideas, one observation that has
remained over the years is that there are a lot of insects in the world: some 950,000 species
have been identified.

A. robust

B. significant

C. strong

D. perplexing

E. confounding

F. obscure
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section 19 median

1. What once seemed a quixotic vision—the “Subway to the Sea,” connecting Union
Station in downtown Los Angeles to the Pacific Ocean in Santa Monica—no longer
seems quite so

A. impracticable

B. prescient

C. banal

D. viable

E. beneficial

2. There is in the director’s most recent film that keeps the melodramatic possibilities latent
in its script safely at bay.

A. a mawkishness

B. a predictability

C. an austerity

D. an ostentatiousness

E. an emotiveness

3. Computers have become adept in rarefied domains once thought to be uniquely human.
However, they simultaneously have (i) certain tasks basic to the human experience,
including spatial orientation and object recognition, and in so doing, have shown us how (ii)
such fundamental skills truly are.

A. failed to master D. outmoded
B. helped to improve E. common
C. managed to mimic F. impressive

4. Until the advent of film, commercial entertainment in England occurred only where concentrated
urban populations provided audiences large enough to make it remunerative: theaters and music
halls were (i) in rural villages. But village cinemas quickly become (ii) , even though
they were ramshackle affairs in comparison to the urban picture palaces.

A. spartan D. commonplace
B. unconceivable E. sophisticated
C. profitable F. unfashionable

5. Among wide-ranging animal species, populations at the edge of the species’ range are
frequently exposed to less (i) and more variable conditions than those in other parts on the
range. As a result, the animal’s abundance is often (ii)

A. erratic D. lower at the periphery
B. favorable E. unaffected by habitat
C. demanding F. underestimated by researchers
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6. Common sense tells me some people are more (i) than others. The claim that these
differences are (ii) , or that deep down, everybody acts only to further their own interests,
(iii) our everyday observations and deep-seated human practices of moral evaluation.
A. altruistic D. growing G. mimics

B. adaptable E. illusory H. explains

C. disciplined F. relevant I. contradicts

7. Anne Carson’s book Nox is, very deliberately, literary object—the opposite of an e-reader,
which is designed to vanish in your palm as you read on a train.

A. an evanescent

B. a cumbersome

C. an immutable

D. an unwieldy

E. an ephemeral

F. an flexible

8. One of the peculiarities of humans is that we irrationally gravitate to the predictable and avoid
risk, whatever the reasons for this , itis hardly a sound basis for dealing with complex, long-
term problems.

A. eccentricity

B. predilection

C. vacillation

D. proclivity

E. wavering

F. cowardice

9. Williamson had a fierce commitment to achieving an accord, spending enormous amount of time
trying to forge a consensus out of an often assembly.

A. apathetic

B. fractious

C. restive

D. cynical

E. compliant

F. tractable

10. One is that so far, Web services have turned out to be much harder to deliver than their
champions had hoped.

A. hope

B. shag

C. prospect

D. hitch

E. upshot

F. reason
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section 20 median

1. Unlike some mammals—cows and sheep, for instance —that are notably , lions have a
wide range of facial expressions.

A. tractable

B. impassive

C. solitary

D. social

E. sluggish

2. Though humanitarian emergencies are frequent features of television news, such exposure
seldom the public, which rather seems resigned to a sense of impotency.

A. paralyzes

B. demoralizes

C. assuages

D. galvanizes

E. exasperates

3. Historian Barbara Alpern Engel’s task in writing a book about women in Russia must have been

a(i)____ one, because the (ii) the Russian empire’s peoples meant that Russian women
could never be treated as a homogeneous group.

A. motivating D. unity among

B. boring E. disinterest in

C. daunting F. diversity of

4. The national bank has been uncommonly powerful in comparison to its counterparts in other
nations. It remains this potency partly because its control of the nation's banking system is (i)
governmental interference, and thus its actions remain largely (ii)

A. unencumbered by D. compulsory

B. replete with E. discretionary

C. hindered by F. bureaucratic

5. The material covered in this article has been (i)_____in previous publications, and since
currently neglected areas remained unexplored, the article contains no (ii)____

A. skirted D. revelations

B. scrutinized E. distortions

C. countered F. conclusions
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6. China’s rapidly growing population is the main threat facing large carnivores in the People’s
Republic. Increasingly, policies aimed at limiting population growth have been (i) ;
nevertheless, the country’s vast size and the isolation of many of its regions mean that human

populations in areas where large carnivores still occur (ii)______. This human pressure has
(iii)____ the South China tiger.

A. modified D. could start to decline G. celebrated

B. deemphasized E. can grow unchecked H. doomed

C. implemented F. have stabilized l. bypassed

7. Asserting a need to preserve the that became the hallmark of her predecessor’s tenure,
the new director of federal monetary policy refused to subscribe to rigid or mechanistic rules in
policy making.

A. firmness

B. adaptability

C. unpredictability

D. autonomy

E. strictness

F. flexibility

8. At first, most of the famous fairy tales seem so implausible and so irrelevant to contemporary life
that their is hard to understand.

A. universality

B. persistence

C. appeal

D. ephemerality

E. survival

F. transience

9. Far from innovations, as the patent system was designed to do, the patenting of concepts
such as gene sequences gives individuals and corporations a legal choke to hold over ideas that
should be useful to all.

A. spurring

B. recognizing

C. codifying

D. acknowledging

E. fostering

F. cataloging

10. Advocates for workers’ rights have adopted a new strategy, one that will require considerable
ingenuity but that, if successful, could a movement aimed at making labor rights an
unassailable feature of American democracy.

A. frustrate

B. galvanize

C. presume

D. affect

E. animate

F. thwart
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section 21 median

1. In protoscientific (for example, in ancient Greece), claims about the physical world were often
accepted as true if they were reasonable; experimental verification, if thought necessary at all, was

A. utilitarian
B. perfunctory
C. egregious
D. empirical
E. inductive

2. The theory that the 1908 Tunguska event was the explosion of a cosmic body in the sky over
Siberia is : no one has yet found fragments of the object or any impact craters in the affected
region.

A. long-standing

B. indisputable

C. plausible

D. uncontested

E. unproven

3. Although the political science professor’s paper is quite (i) about the government’s
problem, suggesting that they are part of (ii) a process, the prognosis for the government is,
on the contrary, actually quite auspicious.

A. straightforward D. degenerative
B. circuitous E. comprehensive
C. pessimistic F. spontaneous

4. Although the vast weight of evidence supports the contention that the products of agricultural

biotechnology are environmentally (i)______, many people still find them (ii)____ unsettling.
A. destructive D. retroactively

B. sound E. innocuously

C. intriguing F. intrinsically

5. The usual (i) spending public monies on scientific projects is that such projects have the
potential to make our lives healthier, safer, and more productive. However, the fact that science —
even “pure” science — can strengthen democracy and promote public participation in the political
process is hardly ever (ii) . It should be Scientific literacy (iii) democracy, and this is an
important ancillary benefit of the promotion of science.

A. argument against D. denied G. stifles
B. rationale for E. mentioned H. energizes
C. precedent for F. gainsaid |. disregards
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6. Early practitioners of the natural sciences developed methods to remove distortions caused by
either the research environment or the researcher. Such methods, especially with respect to the

researcher, were considered to (i)_____ those (ii))______ subjectivity whose unbridled expression
was thought to (i) research.

A. restrain D. incursions of G. corrupt

B. reveal E. restrictions on H. justify

C. disguise F. acknowledgements of I. expedite

7. The researcher noted that microbes, although , make up far more of the living protoplasm
on Earth than all humans, animals and plants combined.

A. invisible

B. omnipresent

C. diminutive

D. ubiquitous

E. minuscule

F. ethereal

8. In Inuit culture, elaborate carving has often been used to enhance object such as
harpoon heads and other tools.

A. utilitarian

B. functional

C. domestic

D. decorative

E. manufactured

F. ornamental

9. Benjamin Franklin’s reputation is so much one of appearing scientific investigation with
commonsense empiricism that it is somewhat startling to realize how the great experiment’s
mentoring truly was.

A. reasonable

B. speculative

C. pragmatic

D. conjectural

E. careless

F. judicious

10. Scientist reported last month on a sign of relative solar ; the solar wind, a rush of
charged particles continually spewed from the Sun at a million miles an hour, had diminished to its
lowest level in 50 years.

A. quiescence

B. turbulence

C. isolation

D. calm

E. remoteness

F. instability
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section 22 median

1. Motivation is the hardest of all managerial tasks, and it is to expect a single memo, no
matter how well crafted, to have much effect on the staff’s attitude.

A. ingenious

B. reasonable

C. fanciful

D. scrupulous

E. radical

2. Many readers today consider the moral sentiments expressed in the ancient writers’ work to be
quite vapid, and in the seventeenth century they were similarly regarded as

A. jejune

B. didactic

C. dogmatic

D. tendentious

E. arcane

3. The author argued that the field of sociology has been overly (i) , partly because, for many
scholars, the edges of social universe are defined by national borders. In this era of increasing
globalization, however, sociology is presented with a historically distinct opportunity to transcend its
former (ii)

A. narrow in scope D. utilitarianism

B. susceptible to fads E. parochialism

C. averse to empiricism F. historicism

4. The author of this travel guide (i)______ to show his readers Cairo as it really is, but his
information is not reliable: for example, his geography is (ii)______, with one walking tour covering
areas of the city that are twenty miles apart.

A. designs D. erratic

B. forbears E. erudite

C. purports F. extensive

5. Behavioral economists have come to believe that a (i) of choices can be paralyzing as
Schwartz pointed out in the recent book The Paradox of Choice. Studies of retirement plans show
that the more investment choices a plan offers, the less likely people are to participate in it. It may
follow, then, that a lack of flexibility in certain plans may actually be a (ii) . People reasonably
(iii) some advantages in exchange for peace of mind.

A. surfeit D. virtue G. foresee
B. reduction E. conundrum H. forestall
C. stabilization F. revelation . forgo
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6. Although political events in different countries were not (i)
interrelationship was (ii)

in the nineteen century, their
compared with the present, when interdependence has become far

greater: (iii)______has ceased to be an option.

A. unconnected D. conditional G. isolationism
B. trivial E. superficial H. resilience
C. simultaneous F. transparent . idealism

7. Publicity surrounding celebrities’ donations to charity is often greeted with cynicism, but a study
of celebrity donation shows that they do other donations.

A. preclude

B. elicit

C. allow

D. draw

E. bar

F. replace

8. Aerial viewings of the gigantic stone horse attributed to the Native American Quechuan people
fail to the considerable artistry required to create the piece: the horse appears crudely
constructed unless carefully examined from the ground.

A. reveal

B. justify

C. manifest

D. mitigate

E. diminish

F. undercut

9. Culture, like speech, is primarily a human faculty, although both functions may exist in a more
form in lesser primates.

A. indispensable

B. crucial

C. primitive

D. intelligible

E. recognizable

F. rudimentary

10. Jackie Wullschlager's biography of Hans Christian Andersen the insipid sweetness with
which Andersen coated his life and reveals a vulnerable gingerbread man with a bitter almond
where his heart should be.

A. conjures up

B. imagines

C. strips away

D. overlooks

E. removes

F. ignores
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1. Though the volume of radioactive waste produced by nuclear power plants is , the
problem of how to dispose of that waste is not: rather, it is of major importance.

A. unmanageable

B. troubling

C. significant

D. small

E. deceptive

2. For the urban researcher, the long lives of ancient cities can provide ample chronological data,
making up for the paucity stemming from relative of most present-day cities.

A. complexity

B. formlessness

C. transparency

D. diversity

E. youthfulness

3. The school system’s modest plan for curriculum improvements has (i) local educators:
some call it (ii) effort, while others say it is a pragmatic approach given the complexity of the
task.

A. surprised D. genuine

B. impressed E. halfhearted

C. divided F. practical

4. The author of this political history text shows considerable bias against the political party when

assigning credit or blame for its actions: he deems (i)____ what he favors and avoids what he
(1) —

A. pertinent D. condemns

B. inevitable E. condones

C. divided F. ignores

5. The (i) quality of much contemporary drawing may be attributable to the use of

photography as a drawing shortcut. Photography (